


Dear prospective Laidlaw research supervisor,

Thank you for agreeing to supervise a research project as part of the Laidlaw Scholars Programme for Leadership and Research at St Andrews. Below you will find a brief overview of the Laidlaw Scholars Programme, specifically outlining the research component and the role of research supervisors.
 
Background: Laidlaw Scholars Programme
The Laidlaw Foundation is partnered with 19+ leading universities around the world to select up to 25 outstanding undergraduate students at each institution annually for the Laidlaw Scholars Programme for Leadership and Research.

What does the Programme involve?
The Programme uniquely funds both research and leadership development and has six main components:

1. A 6-week research project in the first summer (beginning the first day of the summer semester);
1. A 6-week Leadership-in-Action project in the second summer;
1. Bespoke leadership development training over the course of the entire programme;
1. An ethical leadership masterclass delivered by the University of Oxford;
1. An international experience, typically as part of the summer 2 Leadership-in-Action project; and
1. Global networking via our online community platform, the Laidlaw Scholars Network.

The Rewards – Laidlaw Scholars receive:
· A generous Scholar stipend (£6,000 total);
· Access to the Scholars Travel Fund (up to £2,000);
· The Laidlaw Programme listed on their University of St Andrews HEAR degree transcript;
· Comprehensive leadership development training;
· An Ethical Leadership Certificate from the University of Oxford; and
· Membership in a global network of Laidlaw Scholars and alumni.

The Research Supervisor’s role:
· To provide support and advice, ensuring the Scholar is working towards a realistic research question which is appropriate in scope for a 6-week project;
· To advise and guide the Scholar through any necessary processes ahead of their research e.g. school ethics committees, risk assessments etc.;
· To encourage the Scholar to produce a research plan at the start of the project and to meet with them regularly to review their progress;
· To provide ongoing guidance and encouragement to the Scholar throughout their project; and
· To write a brief report at the end of the research project on the standard of the Scholar’s work.

Timeline:
The entire Laidlaw Programme runs for approximately 20 months. Of relevance to research supervisors:

· Applications open in early November and close in mid-late January.
· Shortlist interviews occur in February, with the 25 successful applicants selected by early March.
· The programme starts in mid-March and the 6-week research period starts on the first day of the summer semester.

Research outputs: At the end of the summer research period, each Laidlaw Scholar is required to complete a research poster (A1 size), a research essay, and a reflective blog post about their research experience. 

Minor expenses allocation to supervisors for Scholars: We provide £300 per Scholar which is paid to Supervisors/Schools to administer, to be used for minor expenses, books, and materials.

Thank you again for agreeing to support a St Andrews student who is applying for this unique opportunity. For more information about the St Andrews Laidlaw Scholars Programme, please visit https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/laidlawscholars. If questions at any point, please do not hesitate to contact us on laidlaw@st-andrews.ac.uk. 

Sincerely,

The St Andrews Laidlaw Team




Laidlaw Scholarship Application — Supervisor Reference

Thank you for offering to become a Laidlaw Research Supervisor. All student Scholarship applications must include this supervisor reference form, which the student should upload to the FUND system together with their application. If you would like to share any additional information with the selection committee or if you have any questions, please e-mail 
laidlaw@st-andrews.ac.uk. 

NB: We kindly ask that you please not submit a letter of support for more than three applicants.

1. Student and Project Information (student to complete)

	Student Name: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Proposed Project Title: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Project Type (student defined or pre-defined): Click or tap here to enter text.



2. Project Supervisor Information (supervisor to complete)

	Supervisor Name: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Department: Click or tap here to enter text.

	E-mail: Click or tap here to enter text.



3. Project/Applicant Assessment (supervisor to complete)
After discussing the above project with the student, please tick each of the boxes below to confirm that:

☐  This research project can be feasibly completed in a 6-week time frame.
☐  This student possesses sufficient knowledge of this subject and/or an ability and willingness to acquire the essential 
       knowledge that is required to successfully complete this research project. 
☐  This student appears enthusiastic about this project and can articulate project aims and objectives in a clear and 
       coherent manner. 

3. Ethical Approval (supervisor to complete)
Will this research project require ethical approval?

☐  Yes
☐  No
☐  Unsure

4. Limitations (supervisor to complete)
Do you foresee any limitations to this student’s ability to successfully complete this project on time?

☐  Yes – Please explain:

	Click or tap here to enter text.




☐  No – I do not foresee any limitations

5. Research Implementation (Summer 2) (supervisor to complete)

In the second summer of the Laidlaw Programme, Scholars may choose to do an infield implementation of their summer 1 research as part of their Leadership-in-Action (LiA) project (under the continued guidance of their research supervisor). 

☐  This project has potential to be developed into a summer 2 LiA project.
☐  This project does not have potential to be developed into a summer 2 LiA project.
☐  This project may have potential to be developed into a summer 2 LiA project, but I am unsure at this time.

Reference form continues on the next page

5. Written Supervisor Reference (supervisor to complete)

	Click or tap here to enter text.


Please also sign this form to confirm that you are happy to support this student’s application for the Laidlaw Scholars Programme. In doing so, you also agree to supervise the student on this project should their application be successful.


6. Supervisor Signature: Click or tap here to enter text.		Date: Click or tap here to enter text.
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